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FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE, 
BLITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 
Thirteenth Report. 
Continued from page 421. 


Tn that part of America which is 
subject to the British dominion, a Bi- 
ble Society has been formed in Nova 
Scotia, under the title of the Auxiliary 
Society of Yarmouth and Argyie. 

Your Committee’ have also to ack- 
nowledgé the receipt of £100 sterling 
from the Quebec Auxiliary Society. 

The Missionaries at Labrador are 
pursuing, with great assiduity, theiz 
useful labours, in completing their 
translation of the New Testament into 
the dialect of the Escuimaux. 

From the Auxiliary Bible. Society 
of the People of Colour in Kingston, 
Jamaica, your Committee have re- 
céived a second remittance of 141/. 
6s. 8d. ' ! 

The Auxiliary Bible Society at 
English Harbour, in the island of An- 
ligua, has also remitted the further 
sum of £25 sterling. 

At Berbice, an Auxiliary Bible So- 
ciety has sah ca — the 
pat of his Excellency Governor 
Bentinck. 

The formation of an Auxiliary Bi- 
ble Seciety for the Peninsela of Sierra 
Leone,and the British settlements and 
establishments on the Western Coast 
of Aftica, has beem announced by his 
i‘xcellency C. M‘Carthy, Governer of 
Sierra Leone.” This pleasing intelli- 
gence has been followed by remiitan- 
ces, to the amount of 211/. I6s. Sd. 
sterling, as contributions from the 
New African Auxiliary. 

Your Committee are much indebt- 
ed to the care of the Rev. G. Thom, 
in the disposal of the Bibies and Tes- 

taments sent to him for distribution at 


the Cape of Good Hope. Ms, Thow 


states the gratitude of the Hottentots 
and Slaves, when they receive the 
whole Bible, as a reward of their ine 
dustry in reading the Scriptures. 

The intelligence from the Rev, J. 
Read, at Betheisdorp, in South Africa, 
1s also very gratifying. He mentions, 
that a Hottentot, named Sampson, 
who, though more than fifty years of 
age, had learned to read, upon seeing 
the Bibles sent for distribution, ex- 
claimed, * These are the Weapons 
that will conquer Africa, they havecon- 
quered me.” ‘The first purchaser of 
a Bible was a Hottentot, who, at the 
age of forty had also learned to read. 

in the Oriental Bepartment of your 
Commitiee’s Report, the Caicutta 
Auxiliary Bible Society ciaims the first 
notice. It has printed and published 
Versions of the New Testament, in 
‘Tamul and Ciugalese, for the benefit . 
of the natives on the coast of India. 
and Ceylon ; Malay Testaments in the 
toman character, for the use of the 
Amboynese : and it is now engaged in 
printing the Bible in the Malay, Arme- 
nian, and Tamul languages; an edi- 
tion of the Malay Version of the Bible 
and ‘Testament ia the Arabic charac- 
ter; and one of the New Testament 
in the Malayalim, or Malabar tan- 
guage and character; besides the Hin- 
doostanee ‘Testament, translated by 
the joint labours of the late Mr. Mar- 
tyn, and Mirza Fitret, in the Nagree, 
its proper character. ‘This Version 
was originally published by the Corres- 
ponding Committee in the Persian 
character, for the use of another class 

of readers, at the expense of the Bri- 
tish and Foreign Bible Society.: It is 
further proper to add, that by the as- 
sistance of the Auxiliary Society at 
Calcutta, Europeans and Naiives, 
speaking the English end Portuguese 
languages, are supplied with Bibles 
and Testaments respectively, 

The New Testament in Yernaculay 
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Arabic is in circulation, and that the 

style of the Version, for correctness 

and fidelity, is highly approved by the 

best Arabic scholars in Bengal, Euro- 

ps and Native, whose opinions have 
n consulted. 

The Persian Version of the New Tes- 
tament, by Mr. Martyn, is, probably 
by this time, in circulation iu India. 

From a Memoir, relative to the 
progress of the translations carrying 
on at Serampore in the year F815, it 
appears, that the whole Ser iptures 
have been published in the Bengalee 
and Orissa dialects. ‘Fhe Pentateuch, 
Historical Books of the Old Tesia- 
ment, and the New Testament have 
been published in Sanscrit. The 
Hagiographa is in the press, and 
the translation of the Piophetic Books 
nearly completed. The Pentateuch, 
and the Historical Books in the Mah- 
ratta language, have been long m cir- 
culation; other parts were nerly print- 
ed. The Sikh New Testament has 
‘been published. The Pentateuch in 
Chinese is in the press. Besides the 
above, the Gospels have been transla- 
ted into seventeen different dialects, 
of which sowe are now printing. 

Impressed with the extent and im- 
portance of these undertakings both at 
Calcutta and Serampore, your Com- 
mittee have made a special grant of 
£2000 to their Corresponding Com- 
mittee in Bengal, in addition to their 
Annual Contribution of the like a- 
mount. 

The attention of the Auxiliary Se- 
ciety at Columbo in Ceylon, is elosely 
directed to the publication of the Ver- 
sion of the Cingalese New Testament 
by Mr. Tolfrey ; and, according to the 
last accounts, the printing was nearly 
advanced to the end of St. John’s 
Gospel. 

A Letter from the Honourable Sir 
Alexander Johnston, Chief Justice of 
Ceylon, will appear in the Appendix, 
giving an interesting account of the 
conversion of a Priest of Budboo, as 
“one of the mauy proofs” which oc- 
cur daily,of the effects produced a- 
mong the natives, by the circulation 
of the Holy Scriptures, 


A diligent perusal of the Gospel ii 
Cingalese, convinced him of the vast 
difference between the fabulous con- 
fusion of the Buddish Mythology, and 
the simple impressive truths of Divine 
revelation. It may be reasonably 
hoped, that, when the New Testament 
in Cingalese is in general circulation, 
the influence of the Gospel will be 
more exteusively felt. 

Your Committee have been inform- 
ed, that the above mentioned Priest is 
now engaged in assisting to translate 
the Holy Scriptures. 

The Second Report of the Bombay 
Auxiliary Society has been received. 
It mentions the successful endeavours 
of the Society to distribute the Scrip- 
tures in the Portuguese among the na- 
tive Christians speaking that language, 
that a considerable number of copies 
had been dispersed in the Islands of 
Bombay and Salsette; and that 500 
copies had been forwarded to Goa, at 
the particular request of the British 
envoy, who describes the natives, and 
even some Priests, as anxious to re- 
ceive them. 

Your Committee trust, that these 
beginnings will be followed by other 
attempts for communicating the Holy 
Scriptures to the natives within the 
proper sphere of the Bombay Auxilia- 
ry Society. 

Supplies of the Syriac Festament 
have been sent to other parts of India, 
for the benefit of the Christians of the 
Syrian Chereh. [fn this service they 
have been assisted by the liberality or 
a Benefactress, who, upon contribut- 
ing £600 to the funds of the Society, 
directed that £200 should be appro- 
priated to supplying the Syriac Chris- 
tians with copies of the Scriptures in 
their own language. 

The intelligence from Java respect- 


ing the acceptance of the ChineseNew | 


Testament in that Island, is highly 
encouraging and interesting. It ap- 
pears that many of them not only 
read the New Testament, but are anx- 
ious to obtain explanations of passa- 
ges which they do not understand. 
“ These Chinese,” Mr. Supper writes, 
“have already turned thew idols out 











f their houses, and are desirous of 
becoming Christians.” One of the 
most opulent of the Chinese in Java 
observed: “Ihave read -'r. Morris 

on’s New Testament with pleasure ; it 
is very fine; and it would be well if ev- 
ery one led such a life as Jesus Christ 
has taught him to lead.” This intro- 
duced a conversation, the result of 
which was, “ that the Chinese, on his 
return to his home, tore all the paint- 
ed images from the wall and threw 
them into the fire.” He has never 
since frequented the Chinese ‘T’em- 
les. 

Mr. Supper has also communicated 
some very pleasing intelligence of the 
effects produced by the perusal of the 
Arabic Bible on the followers of Ma- 
homed. 

One of his pupils reads the Holy 
Scriptures with Mahomedans, three 
times a week, converses with them on 
‘what they have read, and they after- 
wards join in prayer with him in his 
own house. Some of the Priests have 
applied to Mr. Supper, through the 
saine pupil, for an Arabic Bible. The 
solicitation is never acquiesed in, until 
the repetion of it proves an anxiety to 
obtain the favour solicited. 

The Rev. Mr. Morrison was pursu- 
ing his important labours of transla 
ting the Old Testament into Chinese, 
and had advanced as far as the Book 
of Psalms, when he was called upon 
to attend the Embassy to Pekin, 

Mr. Morrison had entered into an 
engagement for printing an edition of 
$000 copies of the duodecimo Chi- 
nese New Testament, and 1500 of the 
ectavo edition, at Malacca. Your 
Committee have asisted the impor- 
tant work in which Mr. Morrison is 
engaged, by a further donation of 
£1000. 

The formation of an Auxiliary So- 
ciety at Amboyna, which has for its 
ohject the diffusion of the Scriptures 
among the numerous inhabitants of 
that, and the adjacent islands, is a 
new and interesting event. The let- 
ter, communicating the intelligence of 
Ms establishment, was accompanied 


by a remittance of £346, which has 
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since been augmented to the sum of 
£958 sterling, as the first years con- 
tribution of this Society to the Parent 
Institution. 

Independently of the Heathen tribes, 
the Christian population of the Mo- 
luccas is alone computed to amount 
to about 20,000 souls, m general 
extremely ignorant of the doctrines 
aud duties appertaining to Christiaui- 
ty, but not without a just reverence 
for the religion in which they have 
been educated. To these the Scrip- 
tures will be an invaluable present; 
and it will be the care of your Com- 
mittee to furnish them. 

Branch Bible Societies have been 
formed at Malacca, and Prince of 
Wales’s Island, in connection with the 
Calcutta Auxiliary Society, under the 
paironage of the Governor and Com- 
inandant respectively. 

The general result of the intelli- 
gence from the East, shows a progres- 
Sive aclivily in promoting the circula- 
tion of the Scriptures, both among 
Christians and Heathens; and the 
success which has attended these ex- : 
ertions, affords an encouraging hope,’ 
that they will in time produce the 
most beneficial effects. 

The domestic occurrences of the 
Society are now to be reported. It 
might reasonably have been expected, 
that, during a season of uncommon 
embarrassments and privations, the 
British and Foreign Bible Society 
would have felt its influence, in a 
temporary abridgement of its means, 
as arising from the public benevolence. 
But your Committee have no regret 
to expres on this account; on the 
contrary, it will appear, from the spe- 
cifications of the sums contributed by 
the Auxiliary Societies, since the last 
Annual Meeting, that the pure flame 
of charity bas continued to glow with 
undiminished ardour. And it cannot 
fail to be highly gratifying to the Mem- 
bers of this Institution, to learn, that, 
during the last year, to the period 
when the Society’s accounts are annu- 
ally made up, the contributiops from 
Auxiliary Societies, amounted to no 
leas a sum than 52.0271. 99. $d., not- 











withstanding the accession of new So- 
cieties has been inconsiderable, com- 
pared with former years, owing to the 
ground having been previously occu- 
pied. 

Here a complete list of the Auxiliary 
Societies is given, stating the contributions 
paid by each and the date of their forma- 
tion. On this subject it is remarked: 

While your Committee return their 
grateful acknowledgements to the ben- 
efactors of the Society, whether asso- 
ated or individual, within and without 
the United Kingdom, they feel it a 

mount duty to offer their devout 
thanksgiving to Almighty God, for the 
liberal support which the institution 
has received. They are persuaded 
that the charity on which its existence 
and efficiency depend, while it finds 
gratification in the humbie hope that 
it may be made subservient to the gle- 
ry of God and the happiness of man, 
seeks neitheriapplause nor remunera- 
tion: rejoicing in its power to ad- 
minister to the wants of the household 
ef faith at home and abroad, and to 
provide a repast of spiritual and im- 
mortal food for strangers and aliens 
whom it inyites to partake of it, it im- 
plores the divine blessing on the ap- 
plication of its bounty, ascribing to 
God alone the praise and glory of the 
disposition which He has inspired. 
Contemplated as a preof of the deep 


interest which the object of the institu. _ 


tion retains in the public mind, it af- 
fords the purest gratification to the 
Members and friends of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society, as it must to 
all who feel that righteousness exalteth a 


nation, and that the work and effect of © 


it are peace, and quietness, and assur- 
ance for ever. 

To what has been saidiu former Re- 
ports on the subject of the Bybie Asso- 
ciations, which have so essentially 
contributed to enlarge the funds of 
the Society, your Committee will only 
add the following observation: That 
the very principle of those Associa- 
tions is cateu!ated to operate as a mon- 
jtory and restraining imficence on the 
members of them. ‘They see and feel 
‘the incopsisteney ef a lie devoted to 
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licentious indulgencies and immoral! 
habits, with the open and reiterated 

rofession of a veneration for that 

ook which so forcibly and explicitly 
condemns them ; whilst their regulated 
orderly Meetings, and monthly and 
weekly contributions, for promoting 
the circulation of it, tend to invigorate 
those feelings and render them babit- 
ual. And when this influence is con- 
sidered as extending (as,from the ac- 
tive participation of females and the 
young in this service of love, it wilt 
naturally do) to the families of the 
the members of these Associations, the 
consideration Opens a new source of 
exhilarating hope, with respect to the 
rising and future generations. 

(To be concluded. ) 





AMERICAN MISSION AT CEYLON. 
From the Penoplist. 
Journal of the Missionaries. 


Sabbath, June 9, 1816. Attended 
church. ‘Two natives, who had been 
priests of Boodh, were baptized. One 
of them was by far the most learned 
and influential character among those 
of the Boodhist religion. He visited 
the Burman empire on official busi- 
ness; was high!y honoured by the 
king and priests of that country; and 
enjoyed superior advantages for im- 
provement. Soon after his return, 
the information he had acquired ap- 
peared to be the means of leading him 
to a successful examination of the 
Christian religion. He is now quali- 
fying himself to preach the Gospel. It 
is believed, that his conversion will 
have extensive influence upon the pro- 
fessors of tlre Beodhist religion. 

11. One of the brethren, by invita- 
tion, visited Sir Alexander Johnstone. 


Sir A. conversed very freely on the © 


state of things at Jaffna in a mission:- 
ry point of view ; stated what steps he 
had taken, and what he thought ne- 
cessary to be done to civilize the peo- 
ple. “In his view they should be 
Christianized, and have some civi! 
privileges: Of the 60 millions of na- 
tive British sabjects im ladia, the ‘n- 
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nabitants of this island are the only 
people whe enjoy the right of trial by 
jury. This right was secured to them 
through the instrumentality of Sir A. 
He is preparing for us a large map of 
the district of Jaffna, on an improved 
plan, which must be very useful if we 
settle at Jaffua. He made inquiries 
conceruing the Prudential Committee, 
and gave encouragement that he 
should address a letter to them on the 
state of things at Jaffna. 

12. A Boodhist priest called on us; 
says he would throw off his robes if 
he could get rice. These priests fxe- 
quently visit the missionaries. 

i4.. This morning we received a 
very favourable answer from govern- 
ment to cur petition. This well cor- 
responds with the series of blessings 
winch we have experienced, in the 
prosecution of our important under- 
taking. For this will we thank God 
and take courage. Ata special meet- 
ing, resolved, that Messrs. Warren, 


Richards, Meigs, and Poor, establish . 


themselves in the Jaffna district, as 
soon as it is practicable, two at Tilli- 
pally and two at Batticotta. These 
places are eight or ten miles from 
each other, and about the same dis- 
tance f-om Jafinapatam. Appointed 
a committee to ascertain how soon we 
can go to Jafina by water, and wheti- 
er it is expedient to open a school for 
females. 

15. Welearn that one Baptist and 
four Methodist missionaries have ar- 
rived at Galle. The former is to join 
brother Chater. 

17. This morsing the missionaries 
of different denominations in Colum- 
bo, twelve in number, took breakfast 
at brother Chater’s. We resolved to 
meet once a fortnight at each other’s 
houses; have a short and appropri- 
ate address, and free conversation on 
missionary subjects. 

At our meeting for business, we di- 
vided our number with reference to 
the two stations at Jaffna; brother 
Richards and Meigs at one, Warren 
and Poor atthe other, In the evening 
took tea at Sir Alexander’s, He ve- 
ry politely presented us with seyeral 
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literary curiosties, which we hope to 
send to America. Have ascertained 
that we cannot go to Jaffna safely by 
water short of two or three months. 

18. We have been refreshed by re- 
ceiving letters from Asherica by the 
Fawn, which has recently arrived at 
Bombay. As only the Tamul or Mal- 
abar language is spoken at Tillipally 
and Batticotta, we have dismissed our 
Portuguese instructor. 

22. Resolved, that brother Warren 
go on to Jaffna by land as soon as he 
can prepare. We think that much 
may be done by him to facilitate our 
settlement at Jafina and Batticotta. 

24. Yesterday received a letter 
from brother Newell, in which he very 
strongly urges, that a part of our num- 
ber should go to Travancore, if pos- 
sible. We have attentively consider- 
ed his suggestions, and are unanimous- 
ly of the opinion, that, if we establish 
a mission at Jaffna, four missionaries 
ct least are wanted. We consider an 
establishment at Jafina to be one of 
the most efiectual means of opening 
the way for us to the continent. 

25. Received a kind letter from Dr. . 
Carey, in answer to ours forwarded - 
by the Dryad. Sister Poor opened 
the school on the 19th inst. Twenty- 
five scholars are engaged. Most of 
them are from the first families in the 
settlement . 

27. Mr. Grifiiths, a Baptist mission- 
ary, with his wife arrived in town 
from Galle. His services were much 
needed to strengthen the hands of bro- 
ther Chater. 

28. Addressed a short letter to gov- 
ernment, requesting a grant of the 
public buildings and lands at Tillipal- 
ly and Batticotta. 

29. Received an answer from the 
Governor through the Rev. G. Bisset, 
stating, that his Excellency cannot 
comply with our request, until the 
premises at T. and B. shal! have been 
examined and valued, and the result 
presented to him signed by the collec- 
tor of the Jafina district. He howev- 
er gives us such assurances, as justify 
us in making arrangements for our 
settlement at the two stations. He 
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has writtew to the collector in our be- 
half. 

July l. This morning the missiona- 
ries at Columbo held their meeting at 
our house. Brother Chater gave a short 
address from the following words, “ All 
hail.” His object was to show, that 
our agreement, in regard to the great 
doc rines and duties of Christianity, 
Jays a proper foundation for the salu- 
tation in the text: We then spent an 
hour in conversation ; concluded, that 
when we have exhausted those sub- 
jects on which we agree, we will discuss 
those on which we differ. After we had 
united in prayer, brother Warren took 
leave of us and set out on his journey 
to Jaffna. In the evening, we atten- 
ded the monthly prayer-meeting.— 
These are interesting seasons; for as 

‘missionaries we feel that many are 
labouring together with us in the most 
effectual manner. 

16. The brethren attended the mis- 
sionary meeting at the Rev. Mr. Har- 
vard’s. Brother "ichards preached 
fiom, “ Whatsee er thine hand find- 
eth to do, do it with thy might.” 

19. Having complied with brother 
Chater’s request, made a few weeks 
ago, to assist him in ordaining Mr. 
Seirs as a missionary, the brethren set 
apart this evening to examine him on 
the subjects of experimental and dec- 
trinal celigion, with reference to his 
ordinations We have satisfied our- 
sélves in regard to his qualifications. 

20. This morning sister Bardwell 
was safely delivered of a son. Thus 
not only commen but special mercies 
call forth our gratitude, and prompt 
us to greater diligence in the service 
ofour Master. This evening three sol- 
diers, with whom we have frequent- 
ly conversed in reference to their 
joining our church, visited us. We in- 
formed them, that we should now con- 
sider them as candidates to be admit- 
ted at the next communion season, if 
no objection should be made. 

Sabbath, 21. This evening three 

ersons were baptized and received 
ynto brother Chater’s church ; twosol- 
diers and a native physician. 

Monday 22. This evening Mr. Seirs 


was ordained in brother Chater 
chapel in the Peitah. Sermon by 
brother Meigs; consecrating prayer 
by brother Richards; charge by bro. 


ther Chater, and right hand of fellow. 


ship by brother Poor, Many circum- 
stauces conspired to .ender it an in- 
teresting and solemn season. Brother 
Seirs, we may hope wi!l be a usefut 
missionary. He is of Dutch and Cin- 
galese descent, and is well acquainted 
with the Dutch, Cingalese and Portu- 
guese languages. He converses in- 
telligibly in Engtish. 

Tuesday, 23. Several persons have 
applied to join our native school. But 
as they are of a different cast from 
those who now belong to the schol, 
they could not be admitted without 
much difficulty. Received a letter 
from brother Warren; he has visited 
Tillipally and Batticotta; finds that 
the public buildings, a house and 
church at each place, are in a ruin- 
ous state. ‘The plan and valuation 
of the premises will soon be sent on to 
government by the collector. It ex- 
cites much interest in those parts, that 
missionaries are coming among them. 

Sabbath, Aug. 4. Held our com- 
munion. Received twa soldiers of the 
73d regiment into our church. This 
day the Columbo Bible Society met 
at the king’s house. After a very ex- 
cellent and appropriate sermon in the 


fort church, by the Hon. and Rev. T.” 


J. Twisleton, a report was read by the 
Rev. G. Bisset, secretary to the Socie- 
tv, containing much information on 
the. moral state of the island. It ap- 
pears, tbat the new Cingalese versior 
has been printed as far as the Epistle 
to the Romans, The printing busi- 
ness has been sdyencdll' vary rapidly 
since it has been superintended by the 
Rev. Mr. Harvard, one of the Wesley- 


an missionaries. It was gratifying to | 


hear from the lips of his Excellency 
the Governor, who is the President of 
the Society, that no part of his official 
duty gave him more pleasure, than 
that which related to the propagation 
of Christianity among the inhabitants 
of the island. 

Monday, 5. All the Wesleyan mis? 











gianaries “on the Island, being ten in 
number, are now holding aconferenice 
at this place. We learn, that three 
of them are to be stationed at Jaffna, 
one at Trincomale, one at Batticale, 
two at Galle, one at Matura, and two at 
Columbo. We consider it a pleasing 
circumstance, that we have an opportu- 
nity of knowing from personal acquain- 
tance, that they are men who appear 
to be zealously engnged in the good 
cause. From a letter just received 
from brother Warren, it appears 
doubtful whether either of the -houses 
at T. and B. can be repaired before 
the rainy season commences in tiat 
part of the island. If not, we shall doubt- 
less reside at Jafinapatam, where we 
shall be favourably situated for com- 
mencing the study of the Malabar 
language. 

Tussday, 6. Resolved, that brothers 
Warreu and Poor occupy the station 
at Tillipally.; and brothers Richards 
and Meigs that at Batticotta. 

Thursday, 8. Learned that the gov- 
ernment has received a Communica- 
iion from the collector at Jafina, cen- 
cerning the public buildings at T. and 
B. We may hope secon to have an 
answer to our ‘letter, ‘requesting a 
erant of the lands, churches, &c. 

Thursday, 22. Received another let- 
ter from brother Warren, containing 
isformation on various subjects. We 
experience many advantages in con- 
sequence of his being at Jaifna be- 
fore us. 

Sabbath, Sept.1. Communed with 
brother -Chater’s church ; the number 
of communicants 19. At this meet- 
iug brother and sister Bardwell dedi- 
cated their chila, named Horatio Fur- 
bush, to the Lord, by baptism. This 
was done in the Baptist place of wor- 
ship; a circumstance worthy of notice, 
as it shews that our Baptist brethren 
here have a liberality ef sentiment 
that is worthy the imitation of others. 
Ja the evening, we attended at the 
dedication of a new church in the 
Pettab. Jt has been buik partly by 
subscription, and partly at the ex- 
pense of government. 

Monday, 2. Engaged a dhony, or 
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small vessel, to carry our families and 
all our effects to Jaffna, for the sum of 
350 rix dolls. 

Saturday, 7. Received a letterfrom 
brother Warren, in which he informs 
us that he is making every exertion to 
put the houses at T. and B. into a ‘ab- 
table state before the rains. He as- 
signs several important reasons for ta- 
king actual possession of the places 
immediately,.even though we may be 
unable at present to obtain a deed or 
lease of them. ‘The expenses for tem- 
porary repairs will not much exceed 
the sum we should be obliged to pay 
for house rent, if we should reside 10 
or 12 months at Jafinapatam. 

Sabbath, 8. Recewed a letter from 
Capt. Titcemb, the sepercargo of the 
Dryad, dated off Diamond harbor, 
Aug. 3, containing much interesting 
information. He informs us, that he 
has forwarded to us by way of Bom- 
bay, letters from America. We are 
very anxious to receive them; as in- 
telligence from our mative country is 
most grateful to us. 

Monday, 9.° ‘Fhis morning the mis- 
sionary meeting was held at our house; 
brother Griffiths gave an address. | 

Friday, 13. Dismissed our native 
school; have much satisfaction in re- 
viewing this part of our work; our 
serwices in the schoo! have been whel- 
ly gratuitous. 

Monday, 16. Two of the brethren 
‘waited on Sir Alexander Johnstone. 
He is much-in favor of our settling at 
Jaffna. 

Wednesday, 18. Dismissed our Eu- 
ropean school, having continued it 
three months. Busily employed in 
packing our furniture, &c. to pat og 
board the dhony. Sent a letter to the 
governor, in which we expressed.eur 
thanks for the many favours be has 
shewn us since we ‘have been on the 
island; and informed -him tha’ we 
were about to remove to Jalina. Fear- 
ing that our families together with our 
furniture, &c. cannot be conveniently 
conveyed in one dhony to Jaffna, bro- 
ther and sister Poor have concluded 
to take passage ina small boat, in 
company with Mr. Wilkins, a respee- 
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tab'e merchant belonging to this place. 

* Priday, 20. Early this morning bro- 
ther and sister Poor left Celumbo for 
Calpentyn, about 80 or 90 miles dis- 
tent, at which place they expect to 
tarry a day or two, and then take an- 
Other boat and proceed to Jaffna- 


atam. 


25. Brother and sister Richards, 
and brother and sister Meigs took pas- 
sige to Jaffna in the dhony with our 
goods. On leaving Columbo we re- 
ceived many proofs of kindness and 
tokens of affection from the people, 
pirticularly from those who are inter- 
ested in the missionary cause. We 
took our final leave of brother and sis- 
ter Bardweil, and left them in a com- 
fortable state at Columbo, waiting for 


an opportunity to go fo Bombay. 
P. 8. Jaffnapatam, Oct. 9, 1Si6. 


It was our intention to close this 
jourual, and prepare a letter to the 
Prudential Committee before we left 
Columbo ; but a pressure of business 
during the last week we resided there 
prevented ; consequently brother Bard- 


well’s name is not subjoined. 
Epwarp Warren, Bens. C. Matcs 
James Ricuarps. DaAnten Poor, 
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Communicated for the Religious Inteiligencer. 

Thé following extract ofa letter from the 
Rev. Gordon Hall, missionary in Incia, to 
the Rev. Rennet Tyler of Sou:hbary, Cen. 
will be read with lively interesi. Let those 


who have done nothing for tae salvation 
of the Feathen, and those who think 
énough has been done, as an experiment, 
compare the feeble exertions which have 
been made, with the magnitude of the work 
Before us, andthev will be stimulated to 
aciion. Should some of the expressions 

specting the heathen cound too harsh in 
th ears of the unbeliever, let him search 

e word of God, and while he learns who it 
§s that says so, he may learn to commiserate 
their condition. 


Bombay, July 9, 1817. 
Beloved Brother—\ am happy in ac- 
knowledging the receipt of your kind 
letter of May IS15. I give you many 


thanks for it. You communicate gio- 
rious tidings. What wonders of grace 
has God wrought in my native land! 
How many promising plans are on 
foot for promoting the cause of Christ ! 


~3 


What praises belong unto Gott ! Were 
Ito indulge my stroncest feelings, I 
should fill up my letter with reflections 
on the transperting obiects which sur- 
round you im lreaven, blessed Ameri- 
ca, instead of dwelling on the dreadful 
gloom of hell, which envelopes all this 
Eastern hersisphere. You, dear bro. 
ther, dwell in a wel watered garden; 
but [in a dey and thirsty lamd-where 
no water is. You dwell amidst the 
temples of Jchevah, bet TI am stir- 
rounded with the templesofidols. You 
walk among the redeemed churches of 
the living God, IT among the assem- 
blies of accursed idolaters. You look a- 
round you and behold thousands of 
the followers of Jesus and the heirs of 
heaven; Elock around me and behold 
millions, and alas! they are all the 
worshippers of devils and the heirs of 
helt? But why do I pursue the compari- 
son? You expect me to tell you about 
what the Lord is doing in this land, 
It is this: On this side of the globe 
Ged is daily sustaining in life, feeding 
and cloathing more than 500,000,000 
of immortal beings. “All these he is 
giving up to strong delusions, to believe 
a lie that they might be damned. - All 
these nations he is suffering to live 
in ignorance—in forgetfulness of God, 
that they may perish. These are all 
living without God and without hope 
in the world :—rather, they are alt 
dying in their sins, and the Lord is 
turning them, in all their wickedness, 
into hell. Such, to be brief, are the 
strong leading features of the Lord’s 
doin:s in this land. It is true, hows 
ever, that about 1800 years ago, God 
performed 2 work which does, in some 
small degree, effect this great multitude 
of fellow beings, even to this day. God 
gave his beloved Sou, to die to redeem 
them, The Son tasted death for eve- 
ry one of them, and affectionately call- 


ed on the ends of the earth to look unto. ° 


him and be saved ; and as an additional 
circumstance, he charged his disciples 
when he was about to return fo the bo- 
som of his Father, to go and proclaim 
the good news of this redemption in all 
the world to. every creature. He then 
ascended into heaven, and hs seryant: 
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46 whom the charge was given have 
let the matter lie, so that to this day 
the message of good news of redemp- 
tien ims not been delivered to these 
willious and milliens of perishing im- 
mortal creatures. 

Of late years, however, the farewell 
charge which Christ vave to his'serv- 
ants, has beer brougit ‘forward andthe 
question is Now unde debate in various 
yarts of Christendom, whether it be 

strictly right so entirely to negiect the 
farewell charge of their Redeemer. 


‘Now what the Lord is about to do for 


this part of the world, can be best 
learnt from the decision which is to be 
made on the preceeding question. 
And, dear brother, as yous live in the 
midst of Chr istendom, and Lata creat 
remove from it, it is more fit, by ail 
odds, that I should took to vou, and 
not you to me, for information con- 
cerning what the Lord is doing, or a- 
bout to do, for the salvation of these 
nations of the East. 

Should there be, mong the servants 
of Christ, an unanimous decision te keep 
the charge oftheir Master, and an unan- 
imous resolution, without any further 
delay, to gointo allthe world and deliv- 
er the messze ce of good tidings to every 
creature, it might be taken as an ear- 
nest that the Lord was about to give 
the heathen, and the uttermost parts 
of tle earth to his Son for his posses- 
sion. On the other hand, shouid there 
be, as has hitherto been the case, but 
a few scattering votes in favour of 
keeping the charge—then, oh! ye 
millions of Asia, be reconciled to your 
lot. There is satvation in none but 
Christ. In him there is salvation for 
you all, could you but know it. But 
the question has been debated by the 
followers of Christ and it is decided, 
that none come to tell you what you 
must do to be saved. The die is cast 
—your damnation is seaJed up—ne- 
ver mind it—-be of good cheer—go a- 
way into everlasting burnings! ! YY 

There is however some few happy 
exceptions to the general course of 
the Lord’s doings among the nations 
of the East. By the few who have de 
cided in favour ef regarding the fare- 
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well charge of their Redeemer, some 
faint exertions are begun to be made to 
communicate the good tidings to these 
nations. The result of their exer- 
tions is, thata few. missionaries ( alout 
one to 20,000,000 of people) have been 
sent forth ; and because this hes been 
coue, half Christendom are on tp 
toe listening and expecting soon to 
hear of the conversion of all Asia ! 

Now it would be in vain for me to 
attempt to give you a detailed account 
of what these few laborers, thus widely 
§ scattered alioad in Asia, are dome. 
‘the various periodicai publications to 
which I suppose you have access, will 
sive you the most ample accoun's. 
One word about our mission. Mr. 

‘ardwell and wife have joined us. 
We have printed in our own house, 
one Seripture tract, and Matthew’s 
Gospel to the 0th chapter. We ae 
5 native schoo!ls—One lately opened 
for Jewish children—40 Jewish boys 
in it. Itistaught by a Jew. In all 
the schools the Scriptures are daily 
read by a numberfot the boys. The 
mission from our society to Ceylon, is 
goivg on well, so of the mission from 
the London Society at Surat. 


Your brother and fellow servant, 
G. H A LL 


DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE, 


AMERICAN BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS, 
The eighth anuual meeting of the Amer- 
can Board o vj ~ Commissioners for Foreign Mis- 
sions Was holden in Northampton, Ms. 0@ 
the 17th, 18th and 19th of September last. 

The annexed report of the Prudential 
Commnttee was read and accep'ed: also the 
Report of the agents for the Foreign Mis- 
sion School at Cornwal) in Connecticnt. 
Dr. Appleton delivered a sermon. by tho 
appointinent of the Board, from 1 Cor i. 21, 
a copy of which was requested for publicas 
tion. 

The Prudential Committee were aut horie 
zed to take such measures as they should 
judge expedient, relative to a missionary 
chapel and sebool house at Bombay. 

The Board approved of the doings of ‘he 
Prudential Committee in reference ‘o the 
staiions they have selected, to which mis- 
sionaries lave Seen sent. and in which 
schoo!s bave been established ; also the ex- 
tension of schools to other Indian tribes, 
nnderihe patronage,or in concurrence with 
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the authority, of the govermment of the many young men, destined for public 


United Siates. ell ; - : 
The Rev. Jeremiah Day, L. L. D. Presi- action ; by his enlightened views and di- 


dent of Yale College, was unanimously e- VARS: SORAINGRD, NERD ressed on many 
lected @ member of the Board. more ; by his extended and powerful 

The thanks of the Board were presented general influence ;: and by his coun- 
to such associations and individuals, male sels and exertions in direct connexion 
and female, as have contributed to the be- with this Board, he probably did not 


nevolent objects of the Board. “al vig 
The Prudential Committee were authori- less than any one of his survivors in 


zéd and directed, to erect a monumental this country has done, towards the ad- 
stone, suitable to the simplicity of che mise Vancement of this hely cause. And 
sionary character, with an appropriate in- if he now rests with the apostles of the 
Seription, over the grave of Mrs. Harrieé Saviour, of all his works on earth it 


Newell, at Port Louis in the island of Maa- . . . ! 
ritins, ‘as # testimonial of the affectionate delights bim chiefly to remember, that 


and grateful remembrance of her sacredly he was disposed and enabled to do 
eherished by the Board. something for a cause so benificent 

The next annual meeting of the Board and glorious;—so dear to saints and 
wil! be at New-Haven, on the Thursday, angels in Heaven, and to Him, whose 


next succeeding ihe second Wednesday of immeasurable love to it is the contin- 
Sep:ember, 1518 


‘The Rev. Dr. Spring will preach on the ually epening theme of their most 
octasion, or in case of his failure,the Rev. joyous and exalted praises. Is our 
Dr. Payson. late associate now an associate with 

The toliowing are.tae Board of officers {'e innumerable company before the 


for ibe present year. ai ye J 
Tho Hon.Jobn Creadwell, Raq. President. throne of God and the Lamb? The 


Rev. Same! Spring, D. D. Vice President. thought will impart a sacred elevation 
Rev. Dr: Spring. Rev Dr. Morse, Rev. 0 Our views, and a celestial animation 
Dr. Worcester, aud Mr. Evarts, Prudential to our work. If we be faithful, we too 


Commiiiee. shall rest in due time; and we toe 
Rev. Dr. Worcester. ( orres. Sec’ry. shall enter the joy of our Lord. 
fee pinthag.! erst daeembary: weet The Report now to be submitied 
Mr. A. Adams, Audiior. will be disposed under several distinct 
Report of the Prudential Commitice. sa Bombay. 
In publishing this Report, we omit those Our mission at Bombay claims our 


parts which contain extracts from Mission- first attention. By our last Report 
afy letters and journals already before our ay h oes b she 
readers. The few exceptions to this re- the nistory of this nussion was broug 


mark are made for the sake of continuing down to the close o” Nov. 1815. Itis 


the uarrative wichout iaterrup:ion. now to be cont feed to the 20th of last 
Panopiist. May, within four months of the pre- 

Bretaren—Shall we mourn, or sent time. 
shall we rejoice ? One of our number, The period, thus defined, affords 


a greatly beloved and revered associ- many reasons for gratulation and 
ate, rests from his labours, and is gone thankfulness, as a period of tranquility 
to receive his reward. His lifewasa and prosperity. Not only have the 
shining light of increasing efiulgence; Brethren Hall and Newell been quiet- 


his death was the setting of an autum-_ ed in their station, but the mission has 
nal sun without acloud. This is not received accessions of strength, and 
the place for ample eulogy. Itisdue, of means for extending its operations. 
however, to the memory ef the illus- “ This day,” say the brethren, in 
trious dead, and especially tothe hon- their Journal, Nov. 1, 1816 ;—* This 
our of the Eternal Spirit, here thank- day has been made joyful to us by the 
fully to record, that the lamented Dr. arrival of our long expected Brother 
Dwient, was an ardent friend anda Bardwell, his wife and child. They 
strong supporter of missions. By his arrived safe, after a voyage of 27 
distinguished instrumentality in en- days from Columbo. It was a joyful 
listing under the banner of the cross meeting to us all; and we heartily u- 
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gited in thanksgiving and praise to that 
ail-directing Providence, thai has so 
mercifully preserved and guided us in 
all our ways, and crowned us with 
goodness and loving kindness. Now 
eur waiting eyes are unto the Lord, 
that he would grant our brother @ qui- 
et settlement here; that thus our hands 
mah be strengthened and our hearts 
encouraged.” The Lord was gracious 
to their desires. Mr. Bardwell, ac- 
companied with the other brethren, 

was soon presented with a letter of 
introduction from Governor Brown- 
rigg of Ceylon, to the Governor of 
Bombay. His Excellency received 
them, tuey say, “ with his accustomed 
kindness, and expressed to Mr. Bard- 
well, his readiness to show them any 
favour.” Accordingly Mr. Bardwell 
took up his residence in connexion 
with the Mission, and entered upon 
its labours with alacrity, and without 
apprehension of difficulty as to his re- 
maining there. 

In a few weeks afterwards, Mr. Hall 
was married to an English lady, who 
had resided iv the country so lore as 
to have acquired a knowlerge of the 
Hindoostanee, one of the principal 
languages spoken at Bombay, and who 
is considered by the Brethren as no 
small acquisition to the mission. 

Referring to these accessions, the 
Brethren say, “ The mission family at 
Bombay is now very different from 
what it was, when the brethren Hall 
and Newell were Jabouring in compar- 
ative solitude, uncertain whether any 
more would ever be added to their 
number. Our prospects are pleasing. 
We have creat encouragement to go 
forward with increasing zeal, putting 
our trust for the time to come in the 
some infinitely wise, kind, and gracious 
God, who has hither to guided and bles- 
sed us.” 

In another communication, they 
say, “ Agreeably to the recommenda- 
tion of the Predential Committee, 
we have revised the plan of polity 
which was forwarded to you in Dec. 
1814, and have, with perfect unamity, 
adopted the Rules and Regulations 
@ copy of which is enclosed.” The 
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Rules and Regulations thus adopted 
are in perfect agreement with the 
principies established by this Board ; 
and aré in the opinion of your Com- 
mittee very judicious. 

Thus happily circumstanced, the 
missionaries appear to have applied 
themselves with great assiduity to the 
several branches of their work which 
are preaching, translating, printing, 
and establishing and superintending 
schools. 

It is about two years since the brethe 
ren Hall and Newell have been able 
to preach, with a good degree of facil- 
ity, in the language of the country. 

In private journals, which thes have 
sent to us, and some of which have 
been pub'ished, the brethren have giv- 
en us some specimens of the manner 
in which they employ and acquit them- 
selves in this part of their work: from 
which it appears, that they have little 
difficulty at any time in finding peo- 
ple collected, or in collecting them, in 
considerable numbers; that favoura- 
ble opportunities ace frequently af- 
forded them for exposing the absurdi- 
ties and enormities of beathenism, and . 
for displayiug, in contrast with themr,- 
the excellencies of Christianity ; and 
that they are often heard with atten- 
tion, and not without manifest im- 

ession. ) 

Besides thus preaching to the hea 
then, wherever and whenever thev can 
find an opportunity, the brethren have 
certain regular exercises, statedly at- 
tended. On Sabbath morning they 
hold a meeting for poor Nuropeans 
and half-casts, whose situation renders 
them objects of particular compas- 
sion, and to whom they impart relt- 
gious instruction. Regularly also on 
the Sabbath, they have public worship 
in English at their own house; and 
once a month they celebrate the 
Lord’s supper. 

On the last day of the year 1815, 
they commenced the public reading 
of the Scriptures at one of their school- 
rooms. The reading is in the lan- 
guage of the country; and upon the 
portions read expository remarks are 
made. At these exercises, which ap- 
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week, from, the time of their com- 


mencement, a considerable number of 


pagans and some Jews liave attended. 

Although, for reasons now obvious, 
the missionaries must continue to go 
out into the “ streets and lanes of the 
city,” and preach as they can find op- 
portunity; yet they are strongly im- 
pressed with the importance of having 
soon a house for public worship, where 
people of all classes, disposed to at- 
tend, may be accommodated, “It 
would be needless,” they say, “ to ad- 
duce arguments to evince the expedi- 
ency of a measure, so universally sanc- 
tioned and enforced, by the example 
ofall Christian missionaries.” fa the 
opinion of vour committee, also, the 
measure is one which claims very 
particular attention; and the con- 
figent hope is entertained, that an ap- 
peal to the Christian public for the 
purpose of procuring the means of 
building a missionary chapel, er house 
of worship, for the benefit of the hea- 
then in Bombay, will be prompily and 
liberally answered. 

Another important part of the work 
of our missionaries is that of /ransdat- 
tng. Their general views, on the sub- 
ject of translations, have been eom- 
municated to this Board; and are 
such, your Commitice believe, as will 
maeet the approbation of every con- 
siderate and judicious mind. Deeply 
impressed as they are with the impor- 
tance of a good translation of the 
Scriptures entire,into a language spok- 
en by millions of people, and at tie 
same time of the difficulty of making 
such a traniation, they are yet san- 
guine in the hope, that they shall be 
enabled in due time to accomplish the 
design. A portion of their time every 
day is devoted to the study of the 
Scriptures in the original languages of 
those Holy Writings. For reasons 
such as these, they very reasonably 
think themselves entitled to a degree 
of confidence in their qualifications 
for making a good translation; and 
they appear to give thébrselves to this 
part of their weik with saered zeal, 

aud with intense application. Besides 


pear to have been holden twice a a harmony of the Gospels, they have’ 


translated the Evangelists separately, 
the Acts of the Apostles, several of the 
Episties, and select portions of other 
parts of the Bible. 

Another part of their work is print- 
ing. Their ardent desire of being a- 
ble to commence this business was 
communicated to the Board in the Re- 
port of the last year. This desire, to 
their great joy, has been fulfilled. The 
printing press, for which this Board is 
indebted to the generosity of a gentle- 
man in Boston, and which, with its ap- 
purtenances, was sent out to Calcutta 
in December last, had not, of course, 
nt our latest dates, been received at 
Bombay, But before they had itel- 
ligence that a press vould be sent to 
them from this country, they had 
made arrangements for procuring one 
from Calcutta; and by the kind aid 
of the Rev. hir. Thomason, to whom 
they and this Board are indebted for 
many favours, they received from 
thence, on the 9th of December, a 
press, with a fontof Nagree types. As 
Mr. Bardwell, who 1s acquainted with 
the printing business, bad arrived at 
Bombay about a month before, no time 
was lost in preparing to get the press 
into operation. Various difficulties 
however occurred. In their font se- 
veral types were wanting; others were 
untrimmed ; and considerable altera- 
tion was found necessary in their press. 
But their resolute perseverance pre- 
vailed; and on the i0th of March, 
they finished the printing of fifteen 

hundred copies of a Scripture tract of 
eight octavo pages. “ Almost the 
whole of the work,” they say, “ from 
the beginning to the end, bas been 
done with our own hands. Diffical- 
ties of various kinds, and such as could 
not well be described, have occurred 5 
but we have been able so far to ever- 


come them, that this first production. ° 


of our press has greatly encouraged 
us. We now commend this little por- 
tion of God’s word to his gracious dis- 
posal, beseeching him to make it the 
means of salvation to many of the 
heathen, and imploring his kind. di- 
rection and assistance in all our future 
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attempts to Serve him in the work of 
his mission.” 

In avother communication, they 
add, “ After so many discourageinents, 
as our mission has experienced you 
will,we doubt not, rejoice with usin our 
being enabled at length, through di- 
vine * goodness, to commence the de- 
lightful work of priating the word of 
God in the language of a numerous 
heathen people. We expect to put 
the Gospel of Matthew to the press in 
a few days, but shall not probably have 
it ready for distribution under three 
months. 

The representation given by the mis- 
sionaries, in reference to the quality of 
the paper to be used in the printing 
of the Scriptures, is sufficient to show 
the reasonableness of their regaest, 
that paper may be sent to tem from 
this country, or ordered from England. 
Accordingly your committee have 
made arrangements for sendin? outa 
hundred ream. 

Conformably also to opinions ex- 
pressed by the Brethren at Bombay, 
our Missionary Mr. Graves, under the 
direction of the Committee, has deea 
making himself acquainted with the 
business of founding types, and Mr. 
Nichols with that of binding books. 
And as there is much difficulty in pro- 
curing good workmen at Bombay, ® 
will probably be judged expedient to 
send out ere long some suitable per- 
sous to be employed in different 
branches of business, connected with 
the printing establishment, that the 
missionaries may not be too much oc- 
cupied with manual labour. 

he toinl expense of the printing 
establishment, when gotten into ope- 
ration, amounted to about 1000 dol- 
Jars. ‘The press sent out to Calcutta, 
if not wanted at Bombay, will be sent 
to ihe brethren at Ceylon, 

Another, and a most important part 
of the work of our missionaries is the 
etre of schools. Their views, and the 
views of your committee on this sub- 
ject at large, were submitted, and ap- 
proved, at our last anniversary. The 
brethren at Bombay have under their 


“gard an English schvol, Consisting of 
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about forty pupils. This, since the 
accession of females to the mission, 
they’ hope to enlarge, upon the plan 
simular to the mission school at Seram- 
pore, and in such a manner as will 
render it a source of emolument to 
the general establishment. But their 
hearts are much more ardently engag- 
ed in free schools for the i: struction 
of the native youth and children in 
their own language. Of these they 
had, at their last dates, three for hea- 
then and ene forJewish children, con- 
taining in all about three hundred pu- 
pils. ‘Phe teachers of the schools for 
heathen children are natives ; but are 
employed by the missiovaries, and un- 
der their direction. In the first school 
the teacher, for some time, made it a 
part of his care to instruct his papils 
in the rite of idolatry; but the mis- 
sionuries interposed, and this part of 
his insiructions was discontinued. As 
the schools are of recent date, it is not 
yet time te hear much of the progress 
of the pupils in learning; but the re- 
presentations of the brethren are en- 
couraging. 
It Las before been mentioned, that. 
at the stated meetings for the public 
reading and exposition of the Scrip- 
tures, several Jews have attended ; it 
is gratifying to state here, that in one 
of the Free Schools for heathen child- 
ren, there had been sometimes more 
than 20 Jewish children ; and that there 
should be a school principally for Jew- 
ish children, the brethren more than a 
year ago, consideyed as being, for se- 
vera! reasons, very desirable. © ‘The 
Jews themselves,” they then wrote, 
“have solicited it. ‘They are very 
poor, aud but few of their children 
ure at present taught to read and 
write. In such a school the bovs 
could be taught without any scruple | in 
the Scriptures of the Old Testament, 
at least. A number of heathen boys 
would belong to the school, who ‘of 
course would be instructed free from 
idolatry, in the knowledge of the trve 
God. “Ir would also lead to such an 
intercourse with the Jews, as would be 
favourable to their instruction in the 
‘knowledge of Ctirist.” Under these 
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impressions, they resolved on estab- 
lishing such a school, as soon as they 
could engage a suitable eacher. In 


the course of the last spring, a Jew of 


considerable attainments, and wel’ ac- 


quainted with the language of the 
country, offered himseif for the ser- 


vice. Accordingly the school was in- 
stituted. It consisted in May, soon 
after its establishment, of about torty 
Jewish pupils, who are instructed to 
read and write both Hebrew and 
Mahratta. “ We think this,” say the 
brethren, “ an interesiing school, and 
¢annot but hope, that it will be the 
means Of doing something towards 
bringing these ignorant, wandering 


expanded feelings and views. They 
have coilected and communicated 
tuuch iuformation, important, partic. 
ularly in missionary respects, cou- 
cerning the different parts of India, 
Persia, Arabia, Syria, Palestine and 
Egypt; in all which countries they 
believe that missionary stations might 


be established with fair prospects of 


success. ‘They have proposed various 
plans, evidently the result of deep and 
enligitened veflection, for the ad- 
vancement of the geueral cause. And 
from the shoves of India, their voice 
has been heard in this country and in 
Europe, calling upon all Christians to 
engage in the heavenly design of im- 


Israelites to the fold of Christ.” In parting the blessings of the~ gospel to 
this opinion, and this hope, all Chris- the heathen. The liberal deviseth lib- 
tians will deeply participate. eval things, and by liberal things shal} 
Your Committee are persuaded, he stand. 
that it will be the delight of this Board, 
and of the Christian public, to gratify, 
to the greatest possible extent, the be- 
nevolent desires of the Missionaries in 
regard to the establishment of schools. 
Twelve hundred dollars for this ob- 
ject was sent out for Bombay about 
eight months ago ; another remittance Woburn, Oct. 28, 1817. 
of a thousand dollars was sent about DEAR sin—The late revival of re- 
three months ago, and large remittan- ligion in this place was the more re- 
ces will be forwarded for the same freshiug, as it was preceded by a 
object by the Missionaries now soon long season of general languor. Since 
to depart. An important considera- Sepi. 1811, there had been only two 
tion, in reference to this branch of be- additions to the church ; nor had any 
meficent exertion is, that there is no strong convictions of sin, or great anx- 
limitation to the field now opened for iety for the soul, been apparent, ex- 
the moral culture of children. All ceptin one or two instances, which 
the charitable feelings of the pious were probably connected with a de- 
and liberal can here find ample scope gree of mental derangement. There 
for exercise. It is to be observed, had beén, however, especia!ly for the 
however, that some care is necessary, two or three last years, a very great 
Jest a peculiarly pleasing, and popu-  stiilness and apparent attention in our 
Jar kind of charity should so engross public assemblies. Towards the lat- 
the feelings of the liberal, for a short ter part of last year, this attention ev- 
season, as to Jeave other equally im- idently increased. There was a dis- 


(To be continued. ) 





REVIVAL OF RELIGION. 
Extract of a Letter from the Rev. Jo- 
seph Chickering, to the Editor of the 
Boston Recorder, dated, 


portant objects unprovided for. Thus position to hear more than the ordi- . 
‘schools area delightful and promising nary exercises of the Sabbath. Ac- 


branch of Christian charity ; but an- cordingly Leotures were appointed in 
less missionaries are supported,schools the several districts; and about the 
cannot be properly superintended. first of this year, a Sabbath evening 


Amid their numerous and urgent Lecture was set up in the centre of 
labours and cares, the brethren at the town. At all these extraordinary 
Bombay have looked abroad upon the exercises, the people were addressed 
beathen world extensively, with most in the most plain, familiar, free and: 
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ngent manner, of which I was capa- 
Fie. The discourse was generally 
from a text suggested on the occasion ; 
after which, free enquiry at our confer- 
ences were encouraged though it was 
seldom that any persons spoke, except 
a few leading members of the church. 

J ought to have mentioned, that from 
ihe beginning of the awakening, many 
old Christians were remarkably stir- 
red up. The monthly prayer meet- 
ing was first held by us the beginning of 
the year 1816. At first it was attend- 
ed by so few that I blush at the recol 
lection. We had little encourage- 
ment to persevere except the assur- 
ance where two or three are gathered 
together in my name, there am I in the 
midst of them. We persevered; and 
in about a year, our number was so 
great, that no private house could ac- 
commodate us. Perhaps I ought also 
to mention, that during the same time 
two or three ministers had been in the 
habit of attending each other’s Pre- 
paratory Lectures, and spending some 
time in the forenoon in prayer, es- 
pecially for the gracious influences of 
the Spirit on our several societies. 
Early in the present year, religion be- 
came the geueral subject of interest 
and conversation. Prayer was set up 
in families where it bad been negiect- 
ed. Ministerial visits were earnestly 
solicited ; and easy access was found 
to the conscience and heart. Ques- 
tions the most close and searching 
were heard, not only without offence, 
but with interest and gratitude, and 
answered with simplicity and feeling. 
Numbers were deeply affected with a 
sense of their obligations to love God 
supremely, and of their past forgetiu!- 
ness, alienation and rebellion. Such 
was the thirst for religious couversa- 
tion, that private conferences for en- 
quirers were for a time held, every 
week, in several distant parts of the 
town. Some weeks nearly an hundred 
individuals attended at one or more of 
these conferences, each of whom ex- 
pected to be questioned with respect 
to the state of his conscience and 
heart, and knowledge of Christian 


f@oth. This cowse gave opportunity 
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to offer instruction adapted to the 
several cases. No meeting passed 
without bringing clearly into view the 
alienation of the uatural heart from 
God ; its entire want of genuine love 
and sincere devoiion to him ; the just 
exposure of the unregenerate to eter- 
nal woe; the way of salvation through 
Christ ; the nature of repentance and 
faith ; the necessity of heart, impli- 
cit and unreserved truth in the Bible as 
God’s word, and in the Lord Jesus in 
his several offices as Prophet, Priest 
and King. These subjects were cou- 
tinually illustrated and impressed by 
the confession of some, who were 
brought to feel their force. All our 
meetings were now crouded, solemn 
and interesting, beyond description. 
The voice of opposition was, for a 
time, silent as death. 

Admission to the church began a- 
bout the middle of April ; since which 
time there have been sixty-two, twen- 
ty-four males, and thirty-eight fe- 
males. They are of various ages, 
from 13 to about 40 years; buta great 
portion between twenty and thirty. 
Others entertain a hope that they 
have experienced the power of divine. 
grace, and there are still enquirers in 
every singe, from those whe are se- 
lemnized with the apprehension of 
judgment to come, but without any 
distinct views of the spirituality of the 
law and the nature of sin, to such as 
are beginning to hope in Jesus. 

As accounts of thig nature may, by 
God’s blessing, answer higher purpo- 
ses than the gratification of curiosity, 
cr even of Christian sympathy, I wil 
suggest two or three reflections, 

l. It is evident, that this revival 
was preceded and attended by an un- 
usual spiritof prayer. The number 
of praying families in town was prob- 
ably doubled in the six first months of 
the present year. The knowledge 
that several young men were begin- 
ning to pray with their families, vas 
to me one of the first indications cfa 
revival. Thus does God graciously 
fulfil his promises, and illustrate hig 
character as a God hearing prayer. 


2. I have been much impressed 





















. 


~ hs = - 


i 
Hs 
& 
ra 


48 distallation of Rev. Joseph Treat. 


‘wiih the inportance of ministers using 
reat plainness in their preaching. 
Labourdd points and nice distinctions 
are often lost; whilst familiar illustra- 
tious and earnest addresses to the con- 
‘science sink deep into the heart. The 
essential truth of the Dible ought to 
be clearly stated, illustrated in the 
most familiar ma:ner, repeatedly 1m- 
“pressed, and urged personally on in- 
dividuals. ‘The best informed per- 
sons amongst us manifested as great 
‘jnterest and improvement at our fa- 
miliar lectures as in the more laboured 
discourses from the pulpit. I would 
by no means, however give up the hab- 
it of writing sermons. ‘This would 
‘Jead to neglect of method and perspi- 
‘cuity, which are of indispensable im- 
portance. 

3. Closely connected with the last 
observation is another, on the possi- 
bility and usefulness of freedom in 
our addresses, public and private. 
Truth was declared, without attempi- 
ing to palliate it. I hardly imagined 
a year ago, the possibility (except with 
the sick and dying) of being allowed 
such personal freedom and access to 


“the conscience, as has been «actually 


used and well received. Many in- 
stances convince me, that did we more 
frequently and earnestly endeavour 
to draw people into conversation on 
the state of their hearts, we should of- 
ten succeed beyond our expectation 
and sometimes find individuals pre- 
pared, expecting and wishing a free- 
dom on our part, which we apprehend- 
ed might be offensive. 

l ask your prayers, and those of any 
to whom you may communicate this 
account, that the word of the Lord may 
yet have free course and be glerijed a- 
mong us. 

¥our brother in the gospel, 
JOSEPH CHICKERING. 





This is a day of much profession of 
godliness, but where isthe power of it ¢ 
A man may talk aud preach himse!f 


‘into bell, and be reverenced and look- 


ed up to as a great preacher; yea, I 


‘Joubt not, be high!y inswumental in 


leaditig multitudes to heaves, and ne 
ver get Uiere himself, 

Popularity is a great attainment as 
affording opportunity of usefulness, 
but a dangerous gift. 

To stand on a pianacte of the tem. 
ple, and behold the crowd below, af. 
fords Satan his opportunity to puff up 
with presumption. 





Installation. 


On the 24th of September 1817, the Rev. 
Joseph Treat was instatled over the Chure) 
and Society in Sharon, Portage County, 
Ohio. tUntroductory prayer by the Rev. 
Joseph W. Curtis, (a missionary ;) sermon 
by the Rev. John Seward, of Aurora: in- 
stalling prayer by the Rev. Luther Hum. 
phrey, of Burton ; charge to the Pastor by 
the Rev. Caleb Pitkiu, of Charlestown ; 
charge io the people by the Rev. Harvey 
Coe, of Vernon; right band of Fellowship 
by the Rev. William Hanford, of Hudson ; 
concluding prayer by the Rev. Amasa 
Loon.is, (a missionary.) 





Agenis for the Religious Intelligencer te 
wiom payments may be mutde. 


Those of our subscribers who may find it 
more convenient tosend by private oppor- 
tunity, may make payment to any of the 
following Agents, viz; 

Charlestca, 8.C. Mr. James Dwight, (mer- 
chant) ; Columbia, 8. C. Messrs. Belden & 
Degeet!; Richmond, Va. Rev. J. H. Rice ; 
Hart’s Siore, Albemarle Co. Va. Samuel L. 
Hart Esy. P. M.; Washington, D.C. Capt. 
Jokn Coyle, [if paid during the session et 
Congress '; Philadelphia, Mc. Wm. Brad- 


Jord, Bookseller; Kingston, Pa. Henry 


isuckingham, Esg. P. Me; New-York, Mr. 
John I. Tiffany, Rookseiler, No. 114 Broad- 
way ; Catskill, Thomus O' Tl. Croswell, P.M.; 
Albany, £. F. Backus, Esq. Bookseller ; 
Granville, Washington Co. N. ¥. Henry 
Buciley, Ese. P. M.; Cooperstown, Otsego 
Co. N\.¥, H.& E. Phinney; Chataugue, 
N.Y. Juanes AY Mahon, Esy7. P. M.; Lisle, 
S3roome Co. N.Y. Wii. Thompson, Eig. PiM. 

These who have ordered papers, will re- 
ceive cud transmat the ainount to any of the 
ufore named Agents, or to the Editor.— 


Where it is most convenient to make remit- * 


tance by mail, subscribers aré requested to 
send direct to the Editor; and ia el! cases, 
to mehiion the names to whichthe money 
i3s-to becredited. Rills carrent at the State 
Baoks where the subscriber. resides, will be 
received at par. This is mentioned to ac- 
commodate subscribers, aud preveat delay ; 
but those who can pay io bills current in 
New-York, will oblige by forwarding them 
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